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Admission Policy of Straƞord NaƟonal School  

School Address: 1 Zion Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6  

Roll Number: 16966J  

School Patron: Dublin Talmud Torah  
 
1. IntroducƟon   

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the EducaƟon Act 1998, the 
EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000. In draŌing this 
policy, the Board of Management of the school has consulted with school staff, the school 
patron and with parents of children aƩending the school.  
 
This policy was approved by the school patron on 9th November 2025. It is published on the 
school’s website and will be made available in hardcopy, on request to the school office, to 
any person who requests it. 
 
The relevant dates and Ɵmelines for Straƞord NaƟonal School’s admission process are set out 
in the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce which is published annually on the school’s website 
at least one week before the commencement of the admission process for the school year 
concerned. This policy must be read in conjuncƟon with the Annual Admission NoƟce for the 
school year concerned.   
 
The applicaƟon form for admission is published on the school’s website and will be made 
available in hardcopy, on request to the school office, to any person who requests it.   
 
2. CharacterisƟc spirit and general objecƟves of Straƞord NaƟonal School  

Straƞord NaƟonal School (“Straƞord NS”) is a co-educaƟonal primary school. It was founded 
by the Dublin Jewish Community and provides a primary educaƟon within a Jewish ethos, as 
defined by The Chief Rabbi of Ireland. Straƞord NS is unique in that it is the only Jewish ethos 
naƟonal primary school in Ireland, and has close links with, and immediately adjoins, Straƞord 
College, the only Jewish ethos secondary school in Ireland. Straƞord NS maintains its 
commitment to cultural and religious diversity by welcoming students of all faiths and none. 
Straƞord NS endeavours to develop the full potenƟal of all children in the school, in light of 
Jewish ethos and values of the Jewish community in Ireland.   
 
Straƞord NS is dedicated to:   

 provide an educaƟon within a Jewish ethos, where children of all denominaƟons and 
none, can together develop spiritually, intellectually, physically, creaƟvely and socially;  

 promote an atmosphere of tolerance and celebraƟon of difference, mutual respect 
and understanding, thus providing our pupils with a posiƟve model for life in a pluralist 
society;   

 culƟvate good relaƟonships based on respect, fairness, inclusion, empathy, nurturance 
and safety between pupils, staff, parents and the wider community;  
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 provide an atmosphere of warmth and understanding where all children and adults 
will feel loved and cherished and pupils will enjoy learning in pleasant and supporƟve 
surroundings;  

 welcome and encourage construcƟve communicaƟon between parents and teachers, 
in our shared commitment to our children’s development, educaƟon and welfare;  

 grá dar n-oidhreacht a chothú, go háirithe ár dteanga, ar gcultur agus ar gcluichí féin 
(Develop a love of our heritage, especially our language, culture and games);  

 promote respect for the individual’s needs, abiliƟes and uniqueness and foster self-
esteem;  

 awaken in our school community an appreciaƟon and responsibility for our 
environment;   

 provide a holisƟc educaƟon enabling our pupils to reach their full potenƟal as human 
beings; and  

 provide a safe and secure environment for all children, staff and wider community.  
 

3. Admission Statement   

Straƞord NS will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the school on any of the 
following:  

a) the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,  
b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student 

concerned,  
c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student 

concerned,  
d) the sexual orientaƟon ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student 

concerned,  
e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,  
f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student 

concerned,  
g) the ground of race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,  
h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the 

student concerned, or   
i) the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned has 

special educaƟonal needs.  
 
As per secƟon 61(3) of the EducaƟon Act 1998, ‘civil status ground’, ‘disability ground’, 
‘discriminate’, ‘family status ground’, ‘gender ground’, ‘ground of race’, ‘religion ground’, 
‘sexual orientaƟon ground’ and ‘Traveller community ground’ shall be construed in 
accordance with secƟon 3 of the Equal Status Act 2000.  
 

AddiƟonal informaƟon   
Straƞord NS will, as required by law, cooperate with the NaƟonal Council for Special 
EducaƟon in the performance by the Council of its funcƟons under the EducaƟon for 
Persons with Special EducaƟonal Needs Act 2004 relaƟng to the provision of educaƟon to 
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children with special educaƟonal needs, including in parƟcular by the provision and 
operaƟon of a special class or classes when requested to do so by the Council.   
 
Straƞord NS will, as required by law, comply with any direcƟon served on the patron or the 
Board of Management, as the case may be, under secƟon 37A and any direcƟon served on 
the Board of Management under secƟon 67(4B) of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by 
the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.   
 
Primary schools receiving applicaƟons from applicants of a minority religion   
Straƞord NS is a school whose objecƟve is to provide educaƟon in an environment which 
promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where it admits a student of 
the Jewish faith in preference to others in accordance with secƟon 7A of the Equal Status 
Act 2000. This includes the prioriƟsaƟon of students of the Jewish faith when the school is 
oversubscribed.   
 
All denominaƟonal schools  
Straƞord NS is a school whose objecƟve is to provide educaƟon in an environment which 
promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where it refuses to admit as a 
student a person who is not of the Jewish faith and it is proved that the refusal is essenƟal 
to maintain the ethos of the school.  
 
School with special educaƟon classes  
Straƞord NS is a school which has established two special educaƟon classes, being one 
Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class and one Primary Level AuƟsm Class, with the approval of 
the Minister of EducaƟon. These special educaƟon classes provide an educaƟon exclusively 
for students with a category or categories of special educaƟonal needs specified by the 
Minister and may refuse to admit to the class a student who does not have the category of 
needs specified. 

 
4. Categories of Special EducaƟonal Needs Catered for in the School/Special Class  

Straƞord NS, with the approval of the Minister for EducaƟon and the school patron, has 
established the following two classes to provide an educaƟon exclusively for students with 
auƟsm:   

 one Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class (ages 3 – 5 years). Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class 
students must be 3 or 4 years of age by 1st September on the proposed academic year 
of entry and must not enrol in the academic year they turn 6 years of age; and   

 one Primary Level AuƟsm Class (ages 4 years and 4 months – 12 years). Primary Level 
AuƟsm Class students must be 4 years of age on or before 30th April of the proposed 
academic year of entry (as per mainstream Junior Infant admissions).  

  

5. Admission of Students  

This school shall admit each student seeking admission except where:  
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 the school is oversubscribed, (please see SecƟon 6 below);  
 a parent of a student, when required by the Principal in accordance with secƟon 23(4) 

of the EducaƟon (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in wriƟng that the Code of 
Behaviour of the school is acceptable to him/her and that he/she shall make all 
reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by the student; 

 Straƞord NS is a Jewish school and may refuse to admit as a student a person who is 
not of the Jewish faith, where it is proved that the refusal is essenƟal to maintain the 
Jewish ethos of the school.  

 
Junior Infant applicants must be 4 years of age on or before 30th April in the year of admission.  
 
For families moving to Ireland from abroad, these families will be asked to provide the 
following informaƟon when submiƫng an applicaƟon for a place in the school: 

(i) confirmaƟon of employment in Ireland; or  
(ii) confirmaƟon of travel details to Ireland; or 
(iii) confirmaƟon of accommodaƟon in Ireland. 

 
Straƞord NS supports the policy of inclusive educaƟon set out in secƟon 2 of the EducaƟon 
for Persons with Special EducaƟonal Needs Act 2004, and will endeavour to educate a child 
with special educaƟonal needs in an inclusive environment with other children who do not 
have such needs unless the nature of those needs is such that to do so would be inconsistent 
with the best interests of the child as assessed or with the effecƟve provision of educaƟon for 
such other children. 
 
The Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class in Straƞord NS will provide an educaƟon exclusively for 
students who have a professional report outlining:  

 Diagnosis of AuƟsm: DSM IV/V or ICD 10/11 (psychologist, psychiatrist, mulƟ-
disciplinary report); and 

 a demonstraƟon of the understanding of complexity of the child’s overall level of 
need/s evidenced in the professional reports; and 

 given the severity or complexity of the child’s support needs, a clear professional 
recommendaƟon as to what educaƟonal placement type would be most 
appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, alone with the raƟonale for same.  

 
The Primary Level AuƟsm Class in Straƞord NS will provide an educaƟon exclusively for 
students who have a: 

(i) professional report outlining:  
 Diagnosis of AuƟsm: DSM IV/V or ICD 10/11 (psychologist, psychiatrist, mulƟ-

disciplinary report); and 
 a demonstraƟon of the understanding of complexity of the child’s overall level of 

need/s evidenced in the professional reports; and 
 given the severity or complexity of the child’s support needs, a clear professional 

recommendaƟon as to what educaƟonal placement type would be most 
appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, alone with the raƟonale for same; and  
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(ii) a leƩer from the NaƟonal Council for Special EducaƟon (“NCSE”) confirming that the 
child is known to them and that the child has the required diagnosis and 
recommendaƟon for a special class for auƟsm. 

 
Code Of Behaviour  
In accordance with secƟon 23(4) of the EducaƟon (Welfare) Act 2000, when parents are 
offered a place in Straƞord NS, they will be asked to confirm that the school’s Code of 
Behaviour is acceptable to them and that they shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure 
compliance with such code by their child. The school’s code of behaviour is available at:  
hƩps://www.straƞordns.ie/_files/ugd/984911_81ĩec30d49440b3b9dde0eaa5291764.pdf   
 
School Policies   
All students enrolled are expected to comply with and support the school's designated policies 
on curriculum, organisaƟon and management.   
 
Primary Online Database  
Since 2015, the school is obliged to upload all relevant informaƟon regarding students in the 
school to the Primary Online Database (“POD”) as the Department of EducaƟon uses this 
informaƟon to form the basis for funding and support to the primary school sector. A child’s 
PPS number is the unique idenƟfier used by the Department of EducaƟon on the POD when 
determining enrolment numbers on 30th September of each year for funding and support 
purposes. For those applicants who have been offered, and accepted, a place in Straƞord NS, 
parents are asked to provide their child’s PPS number to the school on or before 20th 
September of the upcoming academic year.  
 
6. OversubscripƟon  

In each of SecƟons 6a, 6b and 6c below, spaces are allocated under Priority Category 1 and if 
space is sƟll available, then Priority Category 2 comes into play and so on.  This prioriƟsaƟon 
proceeds unƟl all places have been allocated.  
 
In the event that there are two or more students Ɵed for a place or places within any of the 
priority categories (the number of applicants exceeds the number of remaining places), the 
following selecƟon criteria within the relevant priority category will apply in the following 
order:  
 
(1) For Priority Category 1 (an Applicant who is Jewish):  

(a) students with a sibling who is currently in the school;   
(b) students with a sibling who has applied to the school for the same academic year and 

who has been offered and accepted a place for that academic year; 
(c) random loƩery selecƟon. 

 
(2) For all other Priority Categories: 
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(a) students with a sibling who has applied to the school for the same academic year and 
who has been offered and accepted a place for that academic year;  

(b) random loƩery selecƟon.  
 
a) Priority SelecƟon Criteria for Mainstream Classes  
In the event that the school is oversubscribed, the school will, when deciding on applicaƟons 
for admission, apply the following selecƟon criteria in the order listed below to applicaƟons 
which are received within the Ɵmeframe for receipt of applicaƟons as set out in the school’s 
Annual Admission NoƟce:  

Priority Category 1: An Applicant who is Jewish.  
In respect of Priority Category 1 above, the Applicant’s parent/guardian must saƟsfy the 
school (as guided by the Chief Rabbi of Ireland) that the Applicant is Jewish by providing 
the following documentaƟon with their applicaƟon form:   
 a statement from the Applicant’s parent/guardian confirming that the Applicant is 

Jewish; 
 evidence to support the statement that the Applicant is Jewish. This evidence may 

consist of a leƩer from the Chief Rabbi of Ireland confirming that the Applicant is 
Jewish; and   

 a statement from the Applicant’s parent/guardian that she/he wishes the Applicant 
to be educated in a school that provides Jewish educaƟon for Jewish students.   

 
Priority Category 2: An Applicant who is a sibling of current pupil/pupils of Straƞord NS.   
 
Priority Category 3: An Applicant who is a child of a current staff member of Straƞord NS.  
 
Priority Category 4: An Applicant who is a sibling of current pupil/pupils of Straƞord College, 
which shares a common educaƟonal philosophy and Jewish ethos of Straƞord NS.   
 
Priority Category 5: An Applicant who is a child of a current staff member of Straƞord 
College.   
 
Priority Category 6: An Applicant who lives within a 3 kilometre radius of Straƞord NS.  

In respect of Priority Category 6 above, an Applicant’s parent/guardian must provide 
proof of address of the family home in which the Applicant is ordinarily resident. Such 
proof should be a uƟlity bill or similar. The ranking will be based on the absolute 
distance from the school to the home address as measured by Straƞord NS using 
Google maps.  

 
Priority Category 7: Any other Applicant who does not fall into any of the previous 
categories. 
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b) Priority SelecƟon Criteria for the Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class   
Students must be at least 3 years of age by 1st September on the proposed academic year of 
entry for the Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class in the school and must not enrol in the academic 
year they turn 6 years of age. 
 
Enrolment to the Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class for children with AuƟsm is for one year only. 
There is no enƟtlement to remain in the school following the end of the school year. The only 
excepƟon is where a child remains eligible for the ECCE programme. In this case, the child 
maintains their place in the Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class for a second year.  
 
For the Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class in Straƞord NS, students must have a professional 
report outlining:  

 Diagnosis of AuƟsm: DSM IV/V or ICD 10/11 (psychologist, psychiatrist, mulƟ-
disciplinary report); and 

 a demonstraƟon of the understanding of complexity of the child’s overall level of 
need/s evidenced in the professional reports; and 

 given the severity or complexity of the child’s support needs, a clear professional 
recommendaƟon as to what educaƟonal placement type would be most 
appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, alone with the raƟonale for same.  

 
In the event that the Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class for children with AuƟsm is 
oversubscribed, the school will, when deciding on applicaƟons for admission, apply the 
selecƟon criteria in the priority category order detailed in SecƟon 6a above to those 
applicaƟons which are received within the Ɵmeframe for receipt of applicaƟons as set out in 
the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce for this class.  
 
c) Priority SelecƟon Criteria for Primary Level AuƟsm Class  
Students must be 4 years of age on or before 30th April  of the proposed academic year of 
entry (as per mainstream Junior Infant admissions) for the Primary Level AuƟsm Class in the 
school.  
 
For the Primary Level AuƟsm Class in Straƞord NS, students must have a: 

(i) professional report outlining:  
 Diagnosis of AuƟsm: DSM IV/V or ICD 10/11 (psychologist, psychiatrist, mulƟ-

disciplinary reports); and 
 a demonstraƟon of the understanding of complexity of the child’s overall level of 

need/s evidenced in the professional report; and 
 given the severity or complexity of the child’s support needs, a clear professional 

recommendaƟon as to what educaƟonal placement type would be most 
appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, alone with the raƟonale for same; and  

(ii) a leƩer from the NCSE confirming that the child is known to them and that the child 
has the required diagnosis and recommendaƟon for a special class for auƟsm.  
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In the event that the Primary Level AuƟsm Class for children is oversubscribed, the school will, 
when deciding on applicaƟons for admission, apply the following selecƟon criteria in the order 
listed below to those applicaƟons which are received within the Ɵmeframe for receipt of 
applicaƟons as set out in the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce for this class:  

Priority Category 1: An Applicant who is Jewish (see SecƟon 6a, Priority Category 1 above).  
 
Priority Category 2: An Applicant who is a sibling of current pupil/pupils of Straƞord NS.  
  
Priority Category 3: An Applicant who is a child of a current staff member of Straƞord NS.  
 
Priority Category 4: An Applicant who is a sibling of current pupil/pupils of Straƞord College, 
which shares a common educaƟonal philosophy and Jewish ethos of Straƞord NS.   
 
Priority Category 5: An Applicant who is a child of a current staff member of Straƞord 
College. 
 
Priority Category 6: An Applicant who has completed at least one full year in the Early 
IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class for children with AuƟsm in Straƞord NS and who will have turned 
4 by 30th April prior to the September in the year of entry.  
 
Priority Category 7: An Applicant who lives within a 3 kilometre radius of Straƞord NS.   

In respect of Priority Category 7 above, an Applicant’s parent/guardian must provide 
proof of address of the family home in which the Applicant is ordinarily resident. Such 
proof should be a uƟlity bill or similar. The ranking will be based on the absolute 
distance from the school to the home address as measured by Straƞord NS using 
Google maps.   

 
Priority Category 8: Any other Applicant who does not fall into any of the previous 
categories.    

 
7. What will not be considered   

In accordance with secƟon 62(7)(e) of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon 
(Admission to Schools) Act 2018, the school will not consider any of the following in deciding 
on applicaƟons for admission or when placing a student on a waiƟng list for admission to the 
school:  

 a student’s prior aƩendance at a pre-school or pre-school service, including naíonraí;   
 the payment of fees or contribuƟons (howsoever described) to the school;   
 a student’s academic ability, skills or apƟtude;  
 the occupaƟon, financial status, academic ability, skills or apƟtude of a student’s 

parents/guardians;  
 a requirement that a student, or his or her parents/guardians, aƩend an interview, 

open day or other meeƟng as a condiƟon of admission;   
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 a student’s connecƟon to the school by virtue of a member of his or her family 
aƩending or having previously aƩended the school; (other than, in the case of the 
school wishing to include a selecƟon criteria based on siblings of a student aƩending 
the school); or  

 the date and Ɵme on which an applicaƟon for admission was received by the school 
(this is subject to the applicaƟon being received at any Ɵme during the period specified 
for receiving applicaƟons set out in the Annual Admission NoƟce of the school for the 
school year concerned).  
  

8. Decisions on ApplicaƟons   

All decisions on applicaƟons for admission to Straƞord NS will be based on the following:  

 this Admission Policy;  
 the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce; and  
 the informaƟon provided by the applicant in the school’s official applicaƟon form 

received during the period specified in the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce for 
receiving applicaƟons.  

 
SelecƟon criteria that are not included in this Admission Policy will not be used to make a 
decision on an applicaƟon for a place in Straƞord NS. Please see SecƟon 14 below in relaƟon 
to applicaƟons received outside of the admissions period and SecƟon 15 below in relaƟon to 
applicaƟons for places in years other than the intake group.  
  
9. NoƟfying Applicants of Decisions  

Applicants will be informed in wriƟng by the school office as to the decision of the school, 
within the Ɵmeframe outlined in the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce.   
 
If a student is not offered a place in Straƞord NS, the reasons why they were not offered a 
place will be communicated in wriƟng to the Applicant, including, where applicable, details of 
the student’s ranking against the selecƟon criteria and details of the student’s place on the 
waiƟng list for the school year concerned.    
 
Applicants will be informed of the right to seek a review/right of appeal of the school’s 
decision (see SecƟon 18-19 below for further details).  
  
10. Acceptance of an offer of a place by an applicant   

Parents who receive an offer of a place at Straƞord NS must indicate in wriƟng that they accept 
the offer as per the dates in the school’s Annual Admission NoƟce (see page 14).   
In accepƟng an offer of admission from Straƞord NS, you must indicate:  

 whether or not you have accepted an offer of admission for another school or schools. 
If you have accepted such an offer, you must also provide details of the offer or offers 
concerned; and 
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 whether or not you have applied for and are awaiƟng confirmaƟon of an offer of 
admission from another school or schools, and if so, you must provide details of the 
other school or schools concerned; and 

 whether or not the school’s Code of Behaviour is acceptable to them and that they 
shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by their child. 

 
11. Circumstances in which offers may not be made or may be withdrawn  

An offer of admission may not be made or may be withdrawn by Straƞord NS where:  

 it is established that informaƟon contained in the applicaƟon is false or misleading;  
 an applicant fails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before the date 

set out in the Annual Admission NoƟce of the school;  
 the parent of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with secƟon 

23(4) of the EducaƟon (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in wriƟng that the Code of 
Behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all 
reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by the student; or  

 an applicant has failed to comply with the requirements of ‘Acceptance of an Offer’ as 
set out in SecƟon 10 above.  

  
12. Sharing of Data with other Schools  

Applicants should be aware that secƟon 66(6) of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the 
EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 allows for the sharing of certain informaƟon 
between schools in order to facilitate the efficient admission of students. SecƟon 66(6) allows 
a school to provide a patron or another board of management with a list of the students in 
relaƟon to whom:  

 an applicaƟon for admission to the school has been received,  
 an offer of admission to the school has been made, or  
 an offer of admission to the school has been accepted.  

The list may include any or all the following:    

 the date on which an applicaƟon for admission was received by the school;  
 the date on which an offer of admission was made by the school;  
 the date on which an offer of admission was accepted by an applicant;  
 a student’s personal details including his or her name, address, date of birth and 

personal public service number (PPS number) (within the meaning of secƟon 262 of 
the Social Welfare ConsolidaƟon Act 2005).  
 

13. WaiƟng list in the event of OversubscripƟon  

In the event of there being more applicaƟons for a class level for the school year concerned 
than places available, a waiƟng list of students for that class level whose applicaƟon for 
admission to Straƞord NS was unsuccessful due to the school being oversubscribed will be 
compiled and will remain valid for the school year in which admission is being sought. The 
waiƟng list is valid for one school year only.  
 

Docusign Envelope ID: C3DE9FAC-B024-4ACD-A0EB-A5E00C0F2EFD



  

11  
  

Placement on the waiƟng list of Straƞord NS is in the order of priority assigned to the students’ 
applicaƟons aŌer the school has applied the selecƟon criteria in accordance with SecƟon 6 
above. Offers of any subsequent places that become available for and during the school year 
in relaƟon to which admission is being sought will be made to those students on the waiƟng 
list in order of priority. Applicants will be informed of these decisions by the school office.  
 
14. Late ApplicaƟons  

All applicaƟons for admission received aŌer the closing date as outlined in the school’s Annual 
Admission NoƟce will be considered and decided upon in accordance with this Admissions 
Policy, the EducaƟon Act 1998, the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and any 
regulaƟons made under these Acts.  
 
Late applicants are applicants who submit an applicaƟon aŌer the closing date as outlined in 
the Annual Admission NoƟce. Late applicants will be noƟfied by the school office of the 
decision in respect of their applicaƟon not later than three weeks aŌer the date on which the 
school received the applicaƟon.  Late applicants will be offered a place if there is a place 
available.  In the event that there is no place available, late applicants will be added to the 
end of the waiƟng list aŌer the school has applied the selecƟon criteria in accordance with 
SecƟon 6 above.   
  
15. Procedures for Admission of Students to other years and during the school year  

Class Placement: In placing students in each mainstream class grouping, Straƞord NS is 
cognisant of the over-all mulƟgrade numbers (which will not exceed 24 students in each 
classroom, save in excepƟonal circumstances), as well as keeping children with their age-
based peers. The Principal’s decision, in consultaƟon with the Board of Management, 
regarding class placement offered is final.  

 Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class: Children aged at least 3 years on September 1st of 
the year of entry.  

 Primary Level AuƟsm Class: Children aged at least 4 years 4 months on September 
1st of the year of entry.  

 Junior Infants: Children aged at least 4 years 4 month on September 1st of the year of 
entry.  

 Senior Infants: Children aged at least 5 years 4 months on September 1st of the year 
of entry.  

 First Class: Children aged at least 6 years 4 months on September 1st of the year of 
entry.  

 Second Class: Children at least 7 years 4 months on September 1st of the year of 
entry.  

 Third Class: Children at least 8 years 4 months on September 1st of the year of entry.  
 Fourth Class: Children at least 9 years 4 months on September 1st of the year of 

entry.  
 FiŌh Class: Children aged at least 10 years 4 months on September 1st of the year of 

entry.  
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 Sixth Class: Children aged at least 11 years 4 months on September 1st of the year of 
entry.  

 
SelecƟon criteria for other classes in cases of over-subscripƟon are the same as SecƟon 6 
above. In the event there are no places in the Applicant’s class, the Applicant will be placed 
on the class waiƟng list in accordance with SecƟon 13 above if the applicaƟon is received 
within the admission’s window, and in accordance with SecƟon 14 above if the applicaƟon is 
received aŌer the admission’s window has closed.  
 
Transfers out of Straƞord NS: Transfers out of Straƞord NS should be noƟfied to the Principal 
in wriƟng well in advance where possible i.e.  a term’s noƟce.  
 
16. DeclaraƟon in relaƟon to the non-charging of fees  

The Board of Management of Straƞord NS or any persons acƟng on its behalf will not charge 
fees for, or seek payment or contribuƟons (howsoever described), as a condiƟon of:  

 an applicaƟon for admission of a student to the school; or  
 the admission or conƟnued enrolment of a student in the school.  
  
17. Arrangements Regarding Students Not AƩending Jewish EducaƟon   

Jewish Studies take place in the school from 8.20am to 9.20am. Pupils not receiving Jewish 
instrucƟon / educaƟon are offered supervision on the yard from 8.50am.  
  
18. Review of Decisions by the Board of Management   

The parent/guardian of a pupil may request the Board of Management to review a decision to 
refuse admission. Such requests must be made in accordance with secƟon 29C of the 
EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.  
 
The Ɵmeline within which such a review must be requested and the other requirements 
applicable to such reviews are set out in the procedures determined by the Minister under 
secƟon 29B of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) 
Act 2018 which are published on the website of the Department of EducaƟon.  
 
The Board of Management will conduct such reviews in accordance with the requirements of 
the procedures determined under secƟon 29B and with secƟon 29C of the EducaƟon Act 1998 
as amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.  
 
Note: Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school being 
oversubscribed, the applicant must request a review of that decision by the Board of 
Management prior to making an appeal under secƟon 29 of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as 
amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. 
 
Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being 
oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision by the Board of 
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Management prior to making an appeal under secƟon 29 of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as 
amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.     
 
19. Right of Appeal  

Under secƟon 29 of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to 
Schools) Act 2018, the parent of a pupil may appeal a decision of this school to refuse 
admission.   
 
An appeal may be made under secƟon 29 (1)(c)(i) of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by 
the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 where the refusal to admit was due to the 
school being oversubscribed.   
 
An appeal may be made under secƟon 29 (1)(c)(ii) of the EducaƟon Act  1998 as amended by 
the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 where the refusal to admit was due a reason 
other than the school being oversubscribed.  
 
Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school being oversubscribed, the 
applicant must request a review of that decision by the Board of Management prior to 
making an appeal under secƟon 29 of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon 
(Admission to Schools) Act 2018. (see Review of Decisions by the Board of Management). 
 
Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being 
oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision by the Board of 
Management  prior to making an appeal under secƟon 29 of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as 
amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. (see Review of decisions by the 
Board of Management). 
 
Appeals under secƟon 29 of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon (Admission 
to Schools) Act 2018 will be considered and determined by an independent appeals 
commiƩee appointed by the Minister for EducaƟon.     
 
The Ɵmeline within which such an appeal must be made and the other requirements 
applicable to such appeals are set out in the procedures determined by the Minister under 
secƟon 29B of the EducaƟon Act 1998 as amended by the EducaƟon (Admission to Schools) 
Act 2018 which are published on the website of the Department of EducaƟon.  
 
20. CommunicaƟon to Board of Management   

The Principal will report to the Board of Management regarding the process of enrolment in 
December each year and regularly thereaŌer unƟl enrolment is complete. Where the Principal 
refuses admission to any applicant, by the authority delegated to the Principal by the Board 
of Management in line with this Admission Policy, any such refusal shall be communicated to 
the Board of Management at the earliest opportunity.  
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This Admission Policy will be reviewed by the Board of Management and the Dublin Talmud 
Torah regularly.                   
  
Signed _________________________________             Date: _______________________ 
Ms Marian BraƩman, Chairperson 
Dublin Talmud Torah (School Patron)  
  
Signed _________________________________              Date: _______________________ 
Ms. Elaine Nerney, Chairperson 
Board of Management  
                  
Signed __________________________________            Date: _______________________ 
Ms. Beryl Healy, Principal  
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Appendix 1 

Straƞord NaƟonal School 

Annual Admissions NoƟce for the School Year 2026-2027 

 
Copies of the school’s Admission Policy and the ApplicaƟon Form for Admission for the 
2026-2027 school year are available as follows: –  

To download at: www.straƞordns.ie  

To complete online at: hƩps://www.aladdin.ie/i/6633159397474304  

On request: By emailing info@straƞordns.ie or wriƟng to: Straƞord NaƟonal School,  1 Zion 
Road, Rathgar Dublin 6, D06E161  

  
1. ApplicaƟon and Decision Dates for Mainstream & AuƟsm Classes to Straƞord NaƟonal 

School for the School Year 2026-2027  

  1.  The school will commence accepƟng 
applicaƟons for admission on    

17th November 2025 at 8am 
  

 2.  The school will cease accepƟng applicaƟons for  
admission on    

8th December 2025 at 11.59pm 
  

 3.  
  

Applicants will be noƟfied in wriƟng of the 
decision on their applicaƟon by   

19th December 2025 by 5pm  

 4.  Applicants must confirm* acceptance of an 
offer of admission by   

 6th January 2025 by 5pm 

*Failure by an applicant to accept an offer by the 6th January  may result in the offer being 
withdrawn.  
 
2. Number of places being made available in the 2026-2027 school year  

The number of places being made available in Junior Infants is 12 

The number of places being made available in Senior Infants is 6 

The number of places being made available in First Class is 0 

The number of places being made available in Second Class is 5 

The number of places being made available in Third Class is 0 

The number of places being made available in Fourth Class is 1 

The number of places being made available in FiŌh Class is  4 

The number of places being made available in Sixth Class is  4 
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The number of places being made available in Early IntervenƟon 
AuƟsm  
Class (age 3 – 4.5 years)  

6 
 

The number of places being made available in Primary Level AuƟsm 
Class  
(age 5-12 years)  

0 

*As our mainstream classes are mulƟ-grade, places may be offered to applicants for Senior 
Infants based on the selecƟon criteria (SecƟons 6 and 15 of the Admission Policy) which may 
reduce the number of places available in Junior Infants.  The maximum that will be considered 
in the combined Junior and Senior Infant group is 24.  
 
3. Number of places in Junior Infants for the 2026-2027 school year which were offered and 

accepted before 1 February 2020   

The number of places for Junior Infants that were offered and accepted 
prior to the coming into operaƟon of secƟon 62 of the EducaƟon 
(Admission to Schools)  
Act 2018 on 1 February 2020 is  

0  

  
4. The total number of applicaƟons for admission received by Straƞord NS for Junior Infants 

in the 2025-2026 school year was: 

Breakdown of pupil places allocated for Junior Infants for the 2025-2026 school year:  

Number of places available  12  

Number of applicaƟons received  26 

Number of Offers made and accepted under 
each criteria  

Criteria 1: 2 
Criteria 2: 0  
Criteria 3: 0  
Criteria 4: 0  
Criteria 5: 0 
Criteria 6: 1 
Category 7: 0 
Late Applicants: 2  

Number of names placed on waiƟng list for 
the school year concerned  

0  

  
5. The total number of applicaƟons for admission received by Straƞord NS for Early 

IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class in the 2025-2026 school year was:  

Breakdown of pupil places allocated for Early IntervenƟon AuƟsm Class for the 2025-2026 school 
year:  
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Number of places available  6 

Number of applicaƟons received  10 

Number of Offers made and accepted 
under each criteria 

Criteria 1: 0  
Criteria 2: 0  
Criteria 3: 0  
Criteria 4: 0  
Criteria 5: 0  
Criteria 6: 5 
Criteria 7: 1 

Number of names placed on waiƟng list for 
the school year concerned  

1  

 
6. The total number of applicaƟons for admission received by Straƞord NS for Primary 

Level AuƟsm Class in the 2025-2026 school year:  

Breakdown of pupil places allocated for Primary Level AuƟsm Class for the 2025-2026 school 
year:  

Number of places available  1 

Number of applicaƟons received  8 

Number of Offers made and accepted under 
each criteria  

Criteria 1: 0  
Criteria 2: 0  
Criteria 3: 0  
Criteria 4: 0  
Criteria 5: 0  
Criteria 6: 1  
Criteria 7: 0  

Number of names placed on waiƟng list for 
the school year concerned  

4 
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